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Course Overview

This course will focus on important issues within contemporary Philosophical Psychology and Philosophy of Mind, with special attention being paid to recent developments and debates within Cognitive Science. To provide the necessary background, the course will start by giving an historical overview of the most relevant strands in these arias of philosophy. Subjects that will be treated include: representationalism, functionalism, computationalism, identity theory and 4E-Cognition. Giving such a survey will allow the student to situate the more recent developments in a broader historical context.   

Objectives 

Completing this course should provide the student with 

1. knowledge of recent developments within Philosophical Psychology, Philosophy of Mind and Philosophy of Cognitive Science;
1. knowledge of the most foundational concepts and arguments in these arias of philosophy;
1. the ability to engage in philosophical discussions on issues related to mind and cognition;
1. the skill to critically evaluate arguments about the nature of mind and cognition, as well as the methodology used in the various philosophical domains;
1. the capacity to formulate their own position with respect to the issues discussed.



Course contents 

1. The Cartesian legacy: Mind-Body Dualism
1. Logical and Methodological Behaviorism 
1. Classic Idenitity Theory 
1. Functionalism 
1. Eliminativism 
1. Computationalism & Representationalism 
1. The Hard Problem of Consciousness 
1. Excursion: reading Wilfrid Sellars’ Philosophy and the Scientific Image of Man
1. Embodied, Embedded, Extended and Enactive Cognition (4E-Cognition)
1. Predictive Processing/Predictive Coding Accounts



Methodology

- Seminars 
- Reading sessions of important primary literature (in English)
- Group discussions 

Material 

- Power Point Slides
- Handouts of important primary and secondary literature
- Chapters from Jaegwon Kim’s handbook Philosophy of Mind (third edition)
- Wilfrid Sellars’ paper Philosophy and the Scientific Image of Man

Evaluation

Presence and participation at the seminaries (obligatory) & paper on a topic related to the course (5 – 10 pages).
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