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• Ecosystems 

- Prairies: Pampa, 
Llanos, Pantanal, Low 
Amazon River, 
Patagonia 

- Forests: Cerrado, 
Caatinga, Atlantic 
Forest, Amazon 
Forest, Chaco  
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• Livestock 
- 300 millions bovine heads 

- Beef international market share around 40%  

- Increasing dairy production 
 

• Social Challenges 
-  heterogeneous access to animal products, 

migration, poverty zones and others 

• Environmental Challenges 

- Soil erosion, pastures degradation, climate 
change and others 

General Aspects 
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1st Phase: 1600-1850 
Atlantic border: Mata Atlantica & Pampa 
Colonization by agriculture & livestock ‘mining’ 
systems (sugar cane, dairy, cattle breeding) 
 
2nd Phase: 1850-1950 
-Atlantic Forest & Pampa 
Extensive farming systems (sugar, coffee, cocoa, 
cattle, sheep, dairy production) 
-Progressive expansion to the centre of SA 
 
3rd Phase: 1950-1970 
-Cerrado and Chaco colonization by semi-intensive 
farming systems 
-Progressive intensification in Atlantic border  
 
4th Phase: 1970-2000 
-South & Eastern Amazon colonization 
-Intensification in Atlantic border & Cerrado  
 
5th Phase: 2000 … 
- Intensification in Chaco & S-E Amazon 
- Crops commodities in all biomes 
- Increasing international demand for food  
and animal products 

Livestock in the Colonization Process of 
Eastern South America 



• Great natural context for livestock: clima, 
natural ressources, … 

 

• Market opportunities: at local, regional, national and 
international scales 

-(3 million tonnes beef 8 million tonnes at the global total)  
- first supplier of beef and chicken meat in the international market 

• Human resources: incentives for migrants, 
public policies implementation, … 

• Efficiency of farming systems: investment in 
research, opportunities, … 
 

Main Drivers of Livestock Expansion in 
South America 
















